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IT'S NOT WHAT IT USED TO BE

'hatever your thoughts and from wherever they come,
knotty pine-wood from a pine tree that is cut so that
the knots form a decorative pattern-evokes nostalgic
musings. Several Midwest designers and woodworkers
reportlhat today, knotty pine takes on several looks,
whether reclaimed, updated, natural, or awash with a
new finish

who own Hearthwoods Cottage Design on Red Arrow
Highway in Lakeside, sell furniture and floors made
fro-m reilaimed knotty pine. Recently, Brown fabricated
a wide-plank knotty pine floor that features 9-, 11-,
1 3- and 1 5-inch-wide planks. " lt's really cool, " he says
of the character-rich flooring.

Interior designer Sally Matak of MATAKdesign in

update knotty pine cabinets," Matak says, "you can

was a gas station, the shop showcases
a variety of home d6cor vignettes' lts
"bedroom" boasts three knotty pine walls.

"Knotty Pine creates a warm ano
cozy atmosphere," says shop co-owner
Deborah Gershbein, who lives in both
Chicago and South Haven ManY of
the shop's wares echo the colors of the
sea and sea glass, Gershbein explains.
Bedroom quilts, furniture, lamps, throws,
rugs and other goods complement knotty
pine paneling. For Gershbein, knotty pine
is reminiscent of childhood memories.
"We had it when I was a girl," she recalls'
A few years ago, when she built her
current South Haven cottage, she noted
there were not many home d6cor shops
in the area. "So I opened one. The knotty
pine was already a part of the building,"
she recalls of the naturally stained pine.
"lt was a main attraction for me."

nterior designer Janet Harrington
got just the look she wanted when
she went the knotty Pine route for
the new Lighthouse Restaurant
in Cedar Lake, Indiana. Working
with Merri l lvi l le, Indiana's WPM
Construction, Harrington says the

builders and design team opted tor a
knotty pine interior to evoke an old,
nautical theme.

"Part of the restaurant is supposed
to look l ike the inside of a boathouse,"
Harrington explains. Knotty pine paneling
and ceil ing beams were just the ticket.
"lt warms up the whole atmosPhere "
-MEGAN SWOYER
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